
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 

CAUCUS MINUTES 

November 22, 2016 
  

Council President Ralph Paolone called the meeting to order at 6:04 P.M., noting that the meeting had 
been advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Brian Heun; Councilman 
Darren Matik; and Council President Ralph Paolone.  

Absent: Councilman Eric Ford 
Also Present:           Joseph L. Youngblood, Jr., City Solicitor; Jen Heller, Engineer’s Office; 

Anthony Strazzeri, CFO; Chief Doug Carman, Police Department; Captain John 
Hamilton, Police Department; Lieutenant Jason Weber, Police Department; and 
Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve the minutes of 
the November 9, 2016 Caucus meeting without formal reading.  All present members of Council were 
in favor.  Motion was approved. 
 

3. Mayor’s Report 
A. The Mayor announced the hiring of a new Patrolman, Michael Fountas, Jr. to replace an 

upcoming retirement.   
  

4. Councilman Beinfest 
A. Neighborhood Services 

1. Councilman Beinfest advised of the upcoming Tree Lighting scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 6 at 6:00 p.m. at the Arboretum. 

 
5. Councilwoman DeDomenicis 

A. Public Works 
1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis announced that the Public Works Department is continuing to 

put holiday lights up along the bike path. 
 

6. Councilman Heun 
A. Public Safety 

1. Councilman Heun motioned to add Resolution No. 178, 2016 to the agenda authorizing the 
hiring of retired Patrolman Don Auge to the position of Special Class II Officer in the Police 
Department.  Councilwoman DeDomenicis seconded the motion.  All present members of 
Council were in favor of adding the Resolution to the agenda.  Motion was approved. 

 
7. Councilman Matik 

A. Revenue & Finance 
1. Councilman Matik advised of Resolutions on the agenda to refund overpayment of taxes for 

222 E. Balfour Avenue, 2000 Franklin Boulevard, 213 Alexander Drive, and 507 Wilson 
Avenue. 

2. Councilman Matik discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing an Agreement with 
Premier Computer Services for information and technology network and support.  They have 
been the City’s contractor the past two years and were the low bidder again for this upcoming 
year. 

3. Councilman Matik discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing the collection of 
connection fees and prior year billing of inactive sewer accounts. 
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8. Council President Paolone 

A. Administration 
1. Council President Paolone discussed the recent vote on Election Day to reclassify 

Linwood’s school district from a Type I to a Type II school district.  The school board now 
must hold a special election in March to go from a seven member board to a nine member 
board.  There would also have to be an election in April, however, the school board will 
soon consider moving the April election to the November General Election in order to 
reduce costs.  One election is estimated to cost the school district up to $20,000.  City 
Council will also have to vote to move the April election to November.  Council President 
Paolone advised that a Resolution for same will be on the December agenda.  
Councilwoman DeDomenicis indicated that she would be in favor of moving the election to 
save the tax payers money.  Councilman Matik advised that there is no more Board of 
School Estimates due to the change and discussed the lack of input now, from Council and 
the public, on the school budget. 

2. Council President Paolone discussed the upcoming date for City Council Reorganization.  
Council agreed on Thursday, January 5, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. 

3. Council President Paolone discussed a request from the Linwood Superintendent to place a 
link on the City’s website to a website allowing residents to register to join a movement for 
equal school funding.  Council discussed whether to allow it or not and asked Mr. 
Youngblood to review the matter further. 

 
9. Mr. Youngblood 

A. Mr. Youngblood discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a settlement with Nick 
D’Allessandro for a complaint filed against the City of Linwood pursuant to the NJ Open Records 
Act. 

B. Mr. Youngblood advised that the closing on the open space property by Cornerstone should take 
place in the next few weeks. 

 
At 6:25 P.M., Council President Paolone called a recess. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


