
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

October 12, 2011 
  

Council President Donna Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:05 P.M., noting that the meeting had 
been advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Matt Levinson; Councilman Alex Marino; 
Councilman Ralph Paolone; Councilman Tim Tighe; and Council President 
Donna Taylor.  

Absent: None. 
Also Present:          Joseph L. Youngblood, Jr., City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Chick 

Kisby, Fire Chief; Robert James, Police Chief; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal 
Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve the minutes of 
the September 27, 2011 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All members of Council were in 
favor with one abstention from Council President Taylor.  Motion was approved. 

  
3. Mayor’s Report 

A. The Mayor advised of his appointment of Joe DeGaetano to the Planning Board.  Mr. DeGaetano 
has extensive experience in planning and holds a Masters Degree in Planning from Columbia 
University. 

B. The Mayor announced that Judge Broome has resigned effective October 3, 2011.  He will be 
appointing a replacement soon to fill the unexpired term expiring on December 31, 2012. 

C. The Mayor discussed a report that Chief James distributed to each Council member regarding the 
change of dispatch services.  He asked everyone to review the report and provide feedback. 

  
4. Councilman Beinfest 

A. Neighborhood Services 
1. Councilman Beinfest advised of two Resolutions on the agenda honoring the 

Northfield/Linwood softball teams that won the Districts. 
 

5. Councilman Levinson 
A. Engineering 

1. Councilman Levinson discussed two Change Orders on the agenda regarding the 2010 State 
Aid Improvements to Maple Avenue, Phase 2 with an increase of $4,006.27 and for the 
Seaview & West Pedestrian Safety Improvements project with an increase of $6,550.70.  The 
additional funds are covered under the grant amount received from the State. 

2. Councilman Levinson advised of a Resolution on the agenda rejecting the bids for the 
Linwood Ponds Outfall Improvements project as the bids were all over budget.  

3. Councilman Levinson announced that the Mayor and Council are invited to a Veteran’s 
Breakfast on November 9 at Mainland Regional High School. 
 

6. Councilman Marino 
A. Revenue & Finance 

1. Councilman Marino advised of the Ordinance authorizing the bond refunding that is on the 
agenda for final reading. 

2. Councilman Marino reported that the third quarter tax collection rate for this year is 73.54% 
compared to 72.43% for last year. 

3. Councilman Marino reported that the hockey rink recently purchased from Atlantic City is 
now being stored at the Public Works garage. 
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7. Councilman Paolone 

A. Arboretum 
1. Allen Lacy, Arboretum Curator, advised of the upcoming BBQ at the Arboretum on Sunday, 

October 23, 2011.  He also announced upcoming visits from the Curator of the Scott 
Arboretum and the President of Stockton College.  Mr. Lacy also advised that he has not 
heard any news regarding the status of the City’s grant application to Sustainable Jersey.   

 
8. Councilman Tighe 

A. Planning & Development 
1. Councilman Tighe advised that now that the amendment to the Redevelopment Plan has been 

adopted, a Redevelopment Agreement and Financial Agreement can now be prepared.  The 
Developer has agreed to pay for outside counsel to prepare the agreements. 

 
At 6:18 P.M., Council President Taylor called a recess. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


