
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 
September 12, 2012 

  
Council President Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:14 P.M., noting that the meeting had been 
advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Darren Matik; 
Councilman Ralph Paolone; Councilman Tim Tighe; and Council President 
Donna Taylor.  

Absent: None.   
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Hank 

Kolakowski, Public Works Superintendent; Robert James, Police Chief; Chick 
Kisby, Fire Chief; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilman Tighe, to approve the minutes of the 
August 8, 2012 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All members of Council were in favor.  
Motion was approved. 

  
3. Mayor’s Report 

A. The Mayor reported that he appointed Mandanna Salartash to the Board of Recreation for the 
unexpired term of Darren Matik. 

B. By Proclamation, the Mayor proclaimed the month of September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

C. The Mayor reported that he held an emergency management meeting that was attended by County 
representatives, Department Heads, Linwood School representatives, Mainland High School 
representatives, and members of City Council.  They discussed the City’s Emergency Operations 
Plan and ideas to improve the plan.  By Executive Order, the Mayor has declared Linwood City 
Hall as a cooling/comfort center any time the City has been declared in a State of Emergency.  
The Order also directs Emergency Management personnel to contact all Department Heads for a 
meeting at City Hall for a planning, strategy and informational meeting.    

 
4. Councilman Beinfest 

A. Neighborhood Services 
1. Councilman Beinfest reported that a Change Order for the work being done to the Leedsville 

Schoolhouse included $3,700 in electrical work.  The City’s electrician, Tony Hare, is able to 
do the work for approximately $800.  This savings will allow the City to move forward with 
the remaining change orders at no additional cost to the City. 
 

5. Councilwoman DeDomenicis 
A. Public Works 

1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis discussed a Resolution authorizing the advertisement for bid 
for a Loader for Public Works. 

2. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing a refund of a Hazardous Handling fee for a 
resident that paid for a freezer to be picked up and then later changed her mind. 

 
6. Councilman Gordon 

A. Engineering 
1. Councilman Gordon discussed a Change Order on the agenda with Curb Con regarding the 

Wabash Avenue ADA, Phase 5 improvements.  This is the final change order, which reduces 
the amount of the contract. 
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2. Councilman Gordon discussed a Change Order on the agenda with Arawak regarding the 
2010 Roadway Improvement Program.  This is also the final change order and results in a 
reduction in amount of the contract. 

3. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing reimbursement for damage sustained during the 
2010 Roadway Program.  Arawak will reimburse the City the amount paid. 

4. Councilman Gordon discussed grant applications to the NJDOT 2013 Municipal Aid 
Program.  The primary application is for Woodlynne Boulevard and the secondary 
application is for a portion of Wabash Avenue. 

5. A Resolution is on the agenda to award a Contract to L. Feriozzi for the Poplar Avenue 
Pedestrian Safety Improvement project. 

6. Councilman Gordon pulled from the agenda the Resolution authorizing the Contract to 
Terenik Land Use Consulting. 

7. Councilman Gordon provided an update on the Frances & Grammercy drainage project, 
noting that the project is coming to an end soon. 
 

7. Councilman Matik 
A. Public Safety 

1. Councilman Matik advised of a Resolution on the agenda authorizing an unpaid leave of 
absence for Firefighter Frank Gabriel.  Mr. Gabriel was in a motor vehicle accident, while off 
duty, and now requires surgery. 

2. Councilman Matik discussed a Resolution on the agenda to hire two Crossing Guards.  This 
was due to two vacancies that exist.  
 

8. Councilman Paolone 
A. Revenue & Finance 

1.  Councilman Paolone reviewed the Best Practices Inventory.  This is a questionnaire required 
by the State to be filed every year.  The inventory contains fifty questions and the 
municipalities are scored on how many yes answers they provide.  Linwood has forty five 
points, which results in no penalty in terms of state aid.  The Mayor expressed his 
disappointment in the reduced amount of school aid the city received even after participating 
in statewide recommended shared services, such as a School Superintendent.  

2. Councilman Paolone advised that three Resolutions are on the agenda authorizing refunds for 
overpayments of taxes. 

 
9.  Councilman Tighe 

A. Planning & Development 
1. Councilman Tighe advised that the Ordinance amending the Code on Alcoholic Beverages is 

on the agenda for final reading. 
2. A Resolution is on the agenda terminating the waiver of permit fees related to June 30, 2012 

storm damage. 
3. Councilman Tighe discussed a temporary sign request from Tranquility Spa.  Councilman 

Tighe indicated that he does want businesses to succeed at Cornerstone.  The negotiations for 
an amended Redevelopment Agreement include a revised signage plan.  Once that is 
complete, there will no longer be a need for temporary signs.  Councilman Paolone would 
like to grant the request.  Councilman Matik indicated that if Council allows this temporary 
sign, they will receive other requests.  Councilman Paolone motioned, seconded by 
Councilman Beinfest, to allow the temporary sign for a two week period.  Five members of 
Council were in favor with Councilmen Matik and Tighe in the negative.  Motion approved 
becoming Resolution No. 162, 2012. 
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At 6:37 P.M., Council President Taylor called a recess. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


