
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

August 8, 2012 
  

Council President Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:05 P.M., noting that the meeting had been 
advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Ralph Paolone; 
Councilman Tim Tighe; and Council President Donna Taylor.  

Absent: None.   
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Hank 

Kolakowski, Public Works Superintendent; Robert James, Police Chief; and 
Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve the minutes of 
the July 11, 2012 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All members of Council were in favor.  
Motion was approved. 

  
3. Mayor’s Report 

A. The Mayor reported that he attended the National Night Out celebration on the bike path in 
Northfield and Linwood.  It was very well attended.  The Police & Fire Departments were in 
attendance.  Chief James did a nice job with the event. 

B. The Mayor discussed having the Public Safety Committee and Department Heads review and 
update the Emergency Operations Plan for the City.  He believes there are areas of concern 
including before and after communications to residents.  The clean up in the City was slow due to 
the magnitude of the storm, but it was also immediate.  Councilman Tighe agreed that Public 
Works began clearing necessary roads immediately.  Councilman Paolone indicated that he felt 
the communication was slow.  He would like to have a location that can be used all the time for 
emergencies so residents know about it ahead of time.  He also discussed certain technology that 
may be available through the Egg Harbor Township dispatch center where residents can register 
their numbers for information.  Council President Taylor reported that she spoke to Vince Jones, 
the County Emergency Management Coordinator, who will meet with City officials any time to 
discuss the plan.  She also attended a FEMA meeting with Chick Kisby and Anthony Strazzeri.  
The City may get reimbursed for storm costs.   

 
4. Councilman Beinfest 

A. Neighborhood Services 
1. Councilman Beinfest discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a Change Order with 

Nickles Contracting with regard to the Façade Restoration project at the Historical Society 
Building.  The change is for the replacement of fascia, flashings, and wood trim that was 
unanticipated. 

B. Revenue & Finance 
1. Councilman Beinfest advised of a Resolution on the agenda authorizing the transfer of a 

sewer payment. 
2. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing refunds for various tax overpayments. 

 
5. Councilwoman DeDomenicis 

A. Public Works 
1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis commended Hank Kolakowski and the Public Works 

Department on their efforts cleaning up after the storm.  Mr. Kolakowski created priorities, 
activated a plan, and followed it accordingly to get the City cleaned up.  It took time which 
was due to the devastation of the storm.  The street sweeper will begin in the City on August 
20.  Any leftover debris will be cleaned up prior to then. 
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6. Councilman Gordon 

A. Engineering 
1. Councilman Gordon indicated that once the message got out to the residents about how the 

storm debris would be handled, most of the residents were understanding.  The efforts went 
smoothly and he appreciates the work done.  The storm debris that was collected was enough 
to cover 43 football fields. 

2. Councilman Gordon discussed a Resolution authorizing the advertisement for the Poplar 
Avenue Pedestrian Safety Improvements project.  A grant was obtained for this project. 

3. A Resolution is on the agenda to award a Contract for the 2011 State Aid Improvements 
project to Poplar Avenue, which includes paving the section of Poplar Avenue between Route 
9 and River Road. 

4. Councilman Gordon advised that he and Mr. Mazur have met with residents that have 
concerns with the Frances & Grammercy Drainage Improvements project.  Communication 
has been better and they are working on resolving all the issues and minimizing the impact. 
 

7. Councilman Paolone 
A. Public Safety 

1. Councilman Paolone advised that he, Council President Taylor, and Councilwoman 
DeDomenicis met to review and discuss the Emergency Medical Service (EMS) proposals.  
On August 6, they met with the committee from Northfield to review the proposals.  A point 
system was created during the process and based on their review, the recommendation is to 
award the Contract to Shore Medical Center at zero cost to the City.  That was the same term 
as the City’s current contract with AtlantiCare that is set to expire on August 31.  The 
Resolution to award the Contract is for both the Cities of Linwood and Northfield.  However, 
there is a contingency that should Northfield not agree, the City of Linwood shall contract 
with them separately, still at zero cost to the City.  Councilman Paolone would like to keep 
the Contract as a cooperative agreement with Northfield, who meets August 13 to decide.  It 
will be a three year contract.  Councilman Paolone thanked Councilmen Polistina and Vain 
from Northfield on their efforts.  
 

8. Councilman Tighe 
A. Planning & Development 

1. Councilman Tighe discussed a recent request to waive a permit fee for the ACUA.  The City 
does not waive permit fees for authorities. 

2. Councilman Tighe indicated that the amendment to the Redevelopment Agreement is almost 
complete and will be circulated for review soon. 

3. Councilman Tighe discussed a proposed amendment to the restrictions and locations for 
liquor licenses. 

 
9. Council President Taylor 

A. Administration 
1. Council President Taylor discussed a Resolution on the agenda to hire Adrienne Carman as 

Assistant Tax Collector/Sewer Clerk for the City.  Mr. Carman previously worked in the 
Construction and Finance Offices. 

2. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing a Raffle License to EHT Home & School 
Association. 

3. A Resolution is on the agenda to fill the vacancy on City Council. 
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10.  Mr. Youngblood 

A. Mr. Youngblood discussed a proposed amendment to the City Code Chapter 83 for Alcoholic 
Beverages.  The amendment is to Section 14 for Restrictions and Location and Operation.  Mr. 
Youngblood explained that he attempted to address Councilman Gordon’s concerns by adding 
language to designate the primary purpose as a restaurant and the bar as an ancillary use.  The 
language also specifically excludes a night club or gentlemen’s club.  When the license holder 
applies for the transfer of the license, it will go before Council and Council will again have the 
option of approving or denying.  Councilman Gordon indicated that he did speak to Mr. 
Youngblood about his concerns and understands that the new language strengthens the City’s 
position.  However, he would still like to see a percentage requirement. 

B. Mr. Youngblood discussed a Resolution authorizing the execution of an amended Interlocal 
Agreement with the Atlantic County Improvement Authority.  The City’s COAH funds have been 
transferred to the Improvement Authority to be used for rehabilitation and rehabilitation repairs. 

C. A Resolution is on the agenda awarding a Professional Services Contract to Stephen Barse, an 
attorney who handles labor matters to conduct an investigation regarding pending litigation.    

 
At 6:30 P.M., Council President Taylor called a recess. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


