
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

July 14, 2010 
  

Council President Donna Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:08 P.M., noting that the meeting had 
been advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Matt Levinson; Councilman Alex Marino; 
Councilman Ralph Paolone; Councilman Tim Tighe; and Council President 
Donna Taylor.  

Absent: None. 
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, Jr., City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Hank 

Kolakowski, Public Works Superintendent; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal 
Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve the minutes of 
the June 9, 2010 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All Council members were in favor.  
Motion was approved. 

  
3. Council President Taylor recognized Wilmer and Lori Sharpe of 500 Maple Avenue, Linwood, NJ.  

They have a concern regarding the reimbursement authorized for top soil and seeding of their 
property.  Council President Taylor requested that the invoices for the work done be submitted to the 
Engineering Committee for review and recommendation.  Mr. Sharpe also indicated that when the 
portion of the Krumm Farm was sold to the City, the Sharpe’s requested that a fence be installed 
separating the public portion from the private portion.  Mr. Kolakowski indicated that a fence is on 
his project list and will be installed once the materials are obtained.  Mrs. Sharpe indicated that her 
family would like to donate two benches to be placed on the City’s portion of the farm. 
 

4. Mayor’s Report 
A. The Mayor advised that there is a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a Separation Agreement 

with Police Chief Jim Baker.  The agreement is a result of numerous meetings and is 
advantageous to both the Chief and the City.  Councilman Tighe indicated that the Chief came to 
work under this type of contractual circumstances.  The Chief does a great job.  The incoming 
Chief’s benefits should not be so rich.  The Mayor agreed with Councilman Tighe.  Councilman 
Marino advised that his biggest concern was regarding the retiree benefits and how to control 
future costs.  He indicated that the Chief did make concessions that are beneficial to the 
taxpayers.  Councilman Paolone indicated that the only item that makes the agreement not 
tolerable is the buyback figures.  This will end due to the Governor.  The City cannot continue to 
allow so much time off.  Councilman Tighe agrees. 
   

5. Councilman Beinfest 
A. Neighborhood Services 

1. Councilman Beinfest advised Council that the Historical Society Board voted to pay Westfield 
Architects six thousand dollars to prepare the Capital Improvement Grant Application for the 
next round of New Jersey Historic Trust Funding.  Westfield Architects is the company that 
prepared the Preservation Plan and is already familiar with the project and the Board feels that 
having the professional prepare the application will increase the City’s chances for an award.  
The City has thirty thousand dollars to dedicate to the next project.  The grant would provide 
forty percent funding. 
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6. Councilman Levinson 

A. Engineering 
1. Councilman Levinson discussed several Resolutions on the agenda authorizing Grant 

Applications to the New Jersey Department of Transportation. 
2. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing a Change Order with regard to the Maple Avenue 

Improvements, Phase 1. 
3. Mr. Mazur advised that the City received notification from the US Army Corp of Engineers 

regarding the permitting process for the Frances & Grammercy Avenue drainage 
improvements.  The City can now move forward with obtaining permits for the project.  
Councilman Levinson advised that the residents in the area will be updated. 

4. Councilman Beinfest asked about the gas company putting in lines on Maple Avenue.  Mr. 
Mazur advised that they are doing it now in advance of the next paving project on Maple 
Avenue that will create a moratorium on street openings there. 

 
7. Councilman Marino 

A. Revenue & Finance 
1. Councilman Marino advised that the Ordinance authorizing Capital Improvements Funds to 

purchase one sport utility vehicle and related equipment for the Police Department is on the 
agenda for final reading. 

2. There are several Resolutions on the agenda authorizing the bond sale.  It will be done over 
the internet.  Councilman Marino advised that Mrs. Tiemann believes the on line sale will 
provide for more opportunities for the City. 

3. A Resolution is on the agenda supporting tax reform with the Municipal Toolkit and other 
relief. 

4. The tax collection rate is at 99%. 
5. Councilman Marino indicated that health care costs are anticipated to increase next year by 

11.7%. 
 
8. Councilman Paolone 

A. Public Safety 
1. Councilman Paolone indicated that two members of the Volunteer Fire Company have 

requested to use the City’s postage machine for their next fundraising mailing.  They 
anticipated about three to four thousand pieces.  They will pay the City for the postage.  They 
used to use the City’s bulk rate permit.  However, the City no longer has that permit.  Council 
agreed and asked the Fire Company to look into getting their own permit. 

2. Councilman Paolone discussed a court case regarding a former municipal prosecutor that 
filed suit regarding conflicts of interest. 

 
9. Councilman Tighe 

A. Planning & Development 
1. Councilman Tighe advised of a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a refund of an 

overpayment of permit fees. 
 

10. Council President Taylor 
A. Council President Taylor advised of an Ordinance amending fees for copies of government 

records on the agenda for first reading.  This is as a result of a court case and state legislation 
setting the fees to five cents for letter size or smaller and seven cents for legal size or larger. 
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11.  Mr. Youngblood indicated that now that the City has the shared service for dispatch services with 

Somers Point, the City does not employ dispatchers any longer.  The police secretary was in the same 
Teamsters union contract as the dispatchers.  However, since there cannot be just one person in a 
contract, the Teamsters have agreed to shift that position to the blue collar contract for bargaining 
purposes. 
 

At 6:55 P.M., Council President Taylor called a recess. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


