
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

July 11, 2012 
 

FLAG SALUTE:  
Councilman Elliot Beinfest led the flag salute.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:48 P.M., noting that the meeting had been advertised in 
compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act.   
 
ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Ralph Paolone; Councilman Tim 
Tighe; and Council President Donna Taylor. 

Absent: None. 
Also Present: Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; and Leigh Ann 

Napoli, Municipal Clerk. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES WITHOUT FORMAL READING 
Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve the minutes of the June 13, 
2012 Regular meeting without formal reading.  All members of Council were in favor.  Motion was approved.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 

114-2012 A Resolution confirming the appointment of Mitchell Waldman as the Municipal Court 
Magistrate for the City of Linwood 

The Clerk read Resolution No. 114 of 2012 by title only.  Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilman 
Tighe to approve Resolution No. 114.  All members of Council were in favor.  Motion was approved.  Superior 
Court Judge Jeffrey Light administered the Judicial Oath to Mr. Waldman.  The Mayor and each member of 
Council congratulated Mr. Waldman. 

128-2012 A Resolution accepting the resignation of Matthew B. Levinson 
The Clerk read Resolution No. 128 of 2012 by title only.  Councilman Paolone motioned, seconded by 
Councilwoman DeDomenicis to approve Resolution No. 128.  All members of Council were in favor.  Motion was 
approved. 

132-2012 A Resolution honoring Matthew B. Levinson 
The Clerk read Resolution No. 132 of 2012 by title only.  Councilman Tighe motioned, seconded by Councilman 
Paolone to approve Resolution No. 132.  All members of Council were in favor.  Motion was approved.  The 
Mayor and each member of Council thanked Mr. Levinson for his service on Council. 

122-2012 A Resolution requesting approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation NJSA 40A:4-87 
for receipt of a 2012 ANJEC Sustainable Land Use Planning Grant 

The Clerk read Resolution No. 122 of 2012 by title only.  Councilman Paolone motioned, seconded by Councilman 
Tighe to approve Resolution No. 122.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative.  Motion was approved. 

123-2012 A Resolution requesting approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation NJSA 40A:4-87 
for receipt of a Community Development Block Grant 

The Clerk read Resolution No. 123 of 2012 by title only.  Councilman Gordon motioned, seconded by Councilman 
Tighe to approve Resolution No. 123.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative.  Motion was approved. 
 130-2012 A Resolution canceling Appropriation Balances 
The Clerk read Resolution No. 130 of 2012 by title only.  Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilman 
Tighe to approve Resolution No. 130.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative.  Motion was approved. 

131-2012 A Resolution authorizing an Emergency Appropriation for the Payment of Bond Principal 
The Clerk read Resolution No. 131 of 2012 by title only.  Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by 
Councilman Beinfest to approve Resolution No. 131.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative.  Motion 
was approved. 
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MAYOR’S DECLARATION 
 The Mayor read a Joint Declaration of the Mayor and Emergency Management Coordinator suspending the 
enforcement of all zoning ordinances of the City of Linwood related to brush, damaged trees, fallen limbs and other 
related storm clean up issues, inclusive of dumpsters utilized for storm debris until further notice. 
 
ORDINANCES 

13 OF 2012 A BOND ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING TWO HUNDRED THIRTY-SEVEN 
THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FORTY DOLLARS ($237,440) AND AUTHORIZING 
THE ISSUANCE OF TWO HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND FIVE 
HUNDRED SIXTY-EIGHT DOLLARS ($225,568) IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
CITY OF LINWOOD FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS OR PURPOSES 
AUTHORIZED TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE CITY OF LINWOOD, IN THE 
COUNTY OF ATLANTIC, NEW JERSEY. 

The Clerk read Ordinance No. 13 of 2012 by title only.  Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by 
Councilman Tighe to approve Ordinance No. 13 for final reading.  Council President Taylor opened the floor for 
discussion on Ordinance No. 13.  Seeing and hearing no members of the public wishing to be heard, Council 
President Taylor closed the floor.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative.  Motion was approved. 

14 OF 2012 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 172 LICENSED OCCUPATIONS, 
ARTICLE II, HOME RENOVATION AND ALTERATION MECHANICS, SECTION 
172-3, LICENSE REQUIRED, SECTION 172-5, ISSUANCE OF LICENSE AND 
ARTICLE III, COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPERS, SECTION 172-13 B, LICENSE FEES; 
RENEWALS; MAXIMUM NUMBER AND DISPLAY OF DECALS OF THE CODE OF 
THE CITY OF LINWOOD AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE 
ADOPTED, THE PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH. 

The Clerk read Ordinance No. 14 of 2012 by title only.  Councilman Tighe motioned, seconded by Councilwoman 
DeDomenicis to approve Ordinance No. 14 for final reading.  Council President Taylor opened the floor for 
discussion on Ordinance No. 14.  Seeing and hearing no members of the public wishing to be heard, Council 
President Taylor closed the floor.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative.  Motion was approved. 

15 OF 2012 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 83 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, ARTICLE 
II, RESTRICTIONS ON LOCATION AND OPERATION, SECTION 83-14, 
RESTRICTIONS ON LOCATION AND OPERATION, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF LINWOOD AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE ADOPTED, 
THE PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH. 

(PULLED FROM AGENDA IN CAUCUS MEETING) 
 
RESOLUTIONS WITHIN CONSENT AGENDA 
All matters listed under item, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine by City Council, and will be enacted 
by one motion in the form listed.  Any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability 
of Funds and any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda and discussed separately.  
All Consent Agenda items will be reflected in full in the minutes. 

112-2012 A Resolution extending the Agreement between the City of Northfield and the City of 
Linwood to Share a Police Chief/Share Police Services for a period of one year 

113-2012 A Resolution confirming the hiring of a Part Time Violations Clerk for the Shared 
Municipal Court 

115-2012 A Resolution authorizing an escrow refund with regard to a Linwood Road Opening Permit 
116-2012 A Resolution authorizing additional funds for a Non-Competitive Contract for Professional 

Services to Archer & Greiner, P.C. for Legal Services with regard to the Redevelopment at 
the Cornerstone Commerce Center 

117-2012 A Resolution approving the Application of Berlin Road Investments, LLC for renewal of 
Plenary Retail Consumption License No. 0114-33-001-003 for 2012-2013 

 



Linwood Common Council        July 11, 2012 
Minutes of Regular Meeting        Page 3 
 

118-2012 A Resolution authorizing URS to obtain a Well Permit from the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection for the Installation of one Groundwater Monitoring Well within 
the City of Linwood Municipal Right of Way 

119-2012 A Resolution authorizing an Alliance Agreement with the County of Atlantic for a Drug 
Abuse and Alcohol Education and Prevention Program 

120-2012 A Resolution appointing Christine A. Desch as Tax Search Officer for the City of Linwood 
121-2012 A Resolution authorizing the City of Linwood to advertise for bids for the 2011 State Aid 

Improvements to Poplar Avenue in the City of Linwood 
124-2012 A Resolution awarding the Contract to Curbcon, Inc. for the Wabash Avenue ADA Curb 

Ramp Improvements, Phase 5 in the City of Linwood 
125-2012 A Resolution approving Change Order No. 1 with Ocean Construction, LLC with regard to 

601 Oakcrest Avenue in the City of Linwood 
126-2012 A Resolution awarding a Non-Competitive Contract for Professional Services to OptiCom 

Consulting for review of the telecommunications system for the City of Linwood 
127-2012 A Resolution authorizing a Grant Agreement with the Association of New Jersey 

Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) for the 2012 Sustainable Land Use Planning Grant 
Program 

129-2012 A Resolution confirming the hiring of a Full Time Deputy Court Administrator for Shared 
Municipal Court 

133-2012 A Resolution authorizing the hiring of Tyler Peterson, Joseph Hazaveh, Alexa Kilbane, and 
Patrick Law as Recreation Aides 

Council President Taylor advised that Resolution No. 134 of 2012 authorizing $15,000 for storm debris removal 
was added to the agenda.  Council President Taylor asked if any member of Council would like to remove any 
items from consent.  Nothing was removed.  Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman 
DeDomenicis, to approve Resolutions No. 112-113, 115-121, 124-127, 129, 133-134 of 2012.  All members of 
Council were in favor.  Motion was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:  $2,807,910.45 
Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve the bills for payment.  A 
roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative.  Motion was approved.  (The bill list is attached as Exhibit A) 
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Council President Taylor opened the floor to the public for discussion on any topic. 
Jim Leonard 7 Dee Drive, Linwood 
Mr. Leonard has lived in Linwood for thirty six years.  His property was devastated by the storm on June 30.  The 
damage incurred posed a substantial risk to his property and his neighbors’ property.  He hired a demolition team to 
do the work and while they were working, the contractor informed Mr. Leonard that a city inspector advised he 
needed to get a permit for the dumpster located in the street.  Mr. Leonard could not believe they were cited for not 
having a dumpster permit in a time of devastation.  He went to City Hall and paid the fee including the $500 escrow 
amount.  He believes that Council failed the residents because no one came to their homes or did anything to help 
after the storm. 
Kevin Lajiness 104 Garfield Avenue, Linwood 
Mr. Lajiness believes that the way the City will get cleaned up from the storm is by the residents doing it 
themselves.  He indicated that the $15,000 that Council designated for debris removal is inadequate.  He believes 
that tree surgeons are needed, not demolition. 
Dotty Mack 401 Poplar Avenue, Linwood 
Mrs. Mack lives across the street from City Hall.  While her power was out after the storm she sat on her porch to 
cool off.  She could see the lights on at City Hall because of the generator and knew the building was air 
conditioned.  She wanted to break in.  She had no place to cool off.  On Sunday after the storm she saw that City 
Hall was opened as a cooling station and was very happy.  She felt that no one knew about it.  She tried stopping 
cars to let them know.  She thanked the Police for doing a great job.  She hopes that in the future, the City will get 
the word out about things such as a cooling station even if it takes driving around town with a megaphone. 
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June Byrnes 215 Steven Drive, Linwood 
Mrs. Byrnes thanked her neighbor, Jim Leonard, for getting a demolition crew immediately to help remove the 
storm debris.  He helped his neighbors.  Mrs. Byrnes is in attendance tonight in support of the Leonards. 
Gerry Spanier 288 Lincoln Avenue, Linwood 
Mr. Spanier urged Council to get advice from professional landscapers and tree experts for the damaged trees from 
the storm.  Maybe they can advise what should be done by the City and the homeowners. 
Tina Leonard 7 Dee Drive, Linwood 
Mrs. Leonard thanked her neighbors and friends for attending the meeting tonight.  She discussed how disappointed 
and angry she was when told she had to get a permit for the dumpster and also had to pay a $500 escrow fee for 
cleaning up after a devastating storm.  She called the Governor’s Office and they could not believe it. 
John Ott 17 W. Edgewood Avenue, Linwood 
Mr. Ott indicated that the Police did a good job during the storm.  He asked why Public Works can’t rent a chipper 
and use a dump truck to remove the debris.  He was disappointed the fire house and schools were not opened as 
shelters.  He indicated that one of the fire trucks got damaged while being out after the storm.  He believes that the 
Fire Company should have been using a reserve truck instead.  Mr. Ott also indicated that Public Works and the 
Fire Company did an excellent job after the storm. 
Christine Alexander 306 Frances Avenue, Linwood 
Mrs. Alexander has lived in Linwood for thirty three years.  She discussed an ongoing problem on Frances Avenue 
with regard to the drainage project.  She indicated that it looks like a demolition zone and is very unsafe.  She 
discussed how residents have been inconvenienced and how several have fallen due to the hazards.  The project 
began in April and they have never been approached by anyone from the City to find out their needs or discuss 
safety and concerns. Their properties are difficult to get to because of the construction.  Grass, lights, and trees have 
been removed.  The neighbors feel like Council has abandoned them.  She asked what Council will do to restore 
their neighborhood. 
Seeing and hearing no other members from the public wishing to be heard, Council President Taylor closed the 
floor. 
 
FINAL REMARKS BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
Mayor DePamphilis – The Mayor apologized and is disappointed so many residents are upset.  It is not for a lack of 
effort, but due to the overwhelming effects of a storm that was not expected.  He knows that all the City 
departments worked tirelessly and endless to clean up and will continue to do so.  The Mayor apologized to the 
Leonards for poor judgment and a lack of discretion on one of the City employees.  It will never happen again.  
There were a lot of areas the City was not prepared for with regard to the storm.  They will be better prepared next 
time. 
Councilman Beinfest – Councilman Beinfest indicated that he has never experienced such a storm.  He feels bad 
that so many people are upset.  Communications seems to be one of the problems.  He, too, experienced damaging 
effects of the storm.  Hopefully, everyone will learn from this.  
Councilwoman DeDomenicis – Councilwoman DeDomenicis thanked the neighbors of Dee Drive, noting that they 
did a great job taking care of each other.  It is an unfortunate situation in the construction office.  She only found 
out what happened today.  The County Office of Emergency Management has an emergency preparedness meeting 
every September.  They are very informative and she urged all the residents to look into the program.  She advised 
Mr. Spanier that she will talk to the Arboretum Committee about having seminars as he suggested.  Councilwoman 
DeDomenicis is Chair of the Public Works Committee.  She was on the phone with the Public Works 
Superintendent, Mr. Kolakowski, every day after the storm.  The department started work that day and continue 
efforts to clean up debris.  She thanked Mr. Kolakowski and the employees for their hard work.  
Councilman Gordon – Councilman Gordon indicated that it is distressing to hear everyone’s stories.  Council is 
listening and understands the need to modify the City’s emergency plan and find a better way to communicate.  It is 
not acceptable that no one had any information on what to do or where to go.  They need to have a plan in place to 
deal with this if it happens again.  Councilman Gordon addressed the issues raised by Mrs. Alexander with regard 
to the Frances and Grammercy Avenue drainage project.  The project is clearly a level of construction that is 
unprecedented.  The City will make everyone’s property right.  They want to resolve any issues the residents may 
have and will work through this to restore the properties. 
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Councilman Paolone – Councilman Paolone is sorry that the Leonards were cited.  He had no idea that was going 
on.  He is Chair of the Public Safety Committee and his point man is Chick Kisby, the Emergency Management 
Coordinator for the City.  He spoke to him on Saturday and rode his bike through town for several hours observing 
the damage.  It was very distressing to see so much damage and not have any information to help.  There were no 
phones to communicate.  It is not for a lack of concern.  He agrees that the City failed.  They have never seen 
anything like this storm. Tonight is the first time he has heard of any problems with regard to the Frances and 
Grammercy Avenue drainage project. He thought it was a great project because they would finally get rid of the 
flooding.  The City will try to address the issues. 
Councilman Tighe – Councilman Tighe indicated that he was on the phone every day after the storm with Mr. 
Kolakowski making sure roads were cleared.  He was also in contact with Chick Kisby.  The City had seven 
volunteer firemen that stayed for five days to respond to emergencies.  The Police were everywhere.  The storm hit 
the City without warning.  Mr. Kisby has plans.  The storm knocked out all the communications.  He didn’t have 
power for five days.  He also helped call contractors for people to get trees off of the roofs.  He believes that Mrs. 
Mack has a good idea of driving through town to notify people.  With regard to the Leonards, Councilman Tighe 
did not know if they called City Hall because those lines were out.  He is in charge of the Construction Office that 
includes zoning and code enforcement.  This is the first time he is hearing what happened.  He will address the 
issue with the Code Enforcement Officer first thing tomorrow.  Councilman Tighe accepted responsibility and 
advised that he would correct the error.  
Council President Taylor – Council President Taylor indicated that she understands everyone’s concern and what 
she is hearing from the members of Council is that the City was overwhelmed and not prepared for this storm.  She 
relies on individuals such as Chick Kisby for information on how to proceed as well as the County Office of 
Emergency Management.  City Officials were doing things.  She was on the phone with Mr. Kisby and members 
from the County.  She did not go door to door in Linwood, but was out in her car driving around and was told by 
Emergency Management Officials that she should stay off the road.  Council President Taylor and the Mayor were 
on conference calls with Atlantic Electric as well as attended meetings with their representatives.  Council President 
Taylor believes that the citation the Leonards received is outrageous.  She just found out about it today and 
addressed it immediately.  She understands it shouldn’t have happened, and will never happen again.  Council 
President Taylor agrees that having additional seminars as Mr. Spanier suggested is a great idea.  The Linwood 
Shade Tree does seminars now and she will work with them and Councilwoman DeDomenicis on upcoming ones.  
She thanked everyone for attending the meeting and expressing their concerns. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to be addressed by Council, Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by 
Councilman Tighe, to adjourn at 8:05 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
 


