
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

July 11, 2012 
  

Council President Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M., noting that the meeting had been 
advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Ralph Paolone; 
Councilman Tim Tighe; and Council President Donna Taylor.  

Absent: None.   
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Hank 

Kolakowski, Public Works Superintendent; Robert James, Police Chief; Chick 
Kisby, Fire Chief; Anthony Strazzeri, CFO; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal 
Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilman Paolone, to approve the minutes of the June 
13, 2012 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All members of Council were in favor.  Motion 
was approved. 

  
3. Mayor’s Report 

A. The Mayor reported that Mitch Waldman has been appointed to the position of Municipal Court 
Judge and he will be sworn in at tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Waldman is a long time Linwood 
resident and former Prosecutor. 

 
4. Councilman Beinfest 

A. Neighborhood Services 
1. Councilman Beinfest discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a Grant Agreement 

with Atlantic County for the Drug Alliance.  This is funding the City receives every year. 
2. A Resolution is on the agenda to hire four Recreation Camp Aides for this years’ summer 

camp. 
B. Revenue & Finance 

1. The Capital Bond Ordinance is on the agenda for final reading. 
2. Two Resolutions are on the agenda authorizing grant funds to be included in the 2012 

Budget.  The City received a grant from the Association of New Jersey for Environmental 
Commissions for a Sustainable Land Use Planning Grant.  The City also received a 
Community Development Block Grant. 

3. Councilman Beinfest discussed the Resolution canceling appropriation balances. 
4. Councilman Beinfest and Mr. Strazzeri discussed the Resolution authoring an emergency 

appropriation for the payment of bond principal. 
 

5. Councilwoman DeDomenicis 
A. Public Works 

1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis read the Public Works Report submitted by Hank Kolakowski, 
Public Works Superintendent. (Attached as Exhibit A) 

 
6. Councilman Gordon 

A. Engineering 
1. Councilman Gordon discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing URS to obtain a Well 

Permit from the DEP for a groundwater monitoring well with regard to the Gulf Station. 
2. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing the advertisement for bids for State Aid 

Improvements to Poplar Avenue. 
3. A Resolution awarding the Contract to CurbCon Inc., for Wabash Avenue ADA Curb Ramp 

Improvements is on the agenda. 
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4. Councilman Gordon discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a Change Order with 
Ocean Construction with regard to work done at 601 Oakcrest Avenue. 

5. Councilman Gordon discussed a Grant Agreement with ANJEC for a Sustainable Land Use 
Planning Grant. 
 

7. Councilman Paolone 
A. Public Safety 

1. Councilman Paolone discussed a Resolution extending the Agreement with Northfield for the 
Shared Police Chief.  The agreement includes a 2% increase.  Linwood’s portion is 1%. 
Councilman Paolone indicated that Chief James has done a great job.  
 

8. Councilman Tighe 
A. Planning & Development 

1. Councilman Tighe advised of the final reading of an Ordinance on the agenda amending the 
City Code Chapter 172 Licensed Occupations. 

2. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing escrow funds with regard to a Road Opening 
Permit. 

3. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing additional funds for Archer & Greiner for legal 
services. 

4. Councilman Tighe reviewed a Resolution on the agenda awarding a Contract to OptiCom 
Consulting for review of the City’s telecommunications to look for areas to save money. 

5. Councilman Tighe discussed how a city wide clean up is badly needed after the recent storm.  
The CFO was able to locate $15,000 that could be used to hire contractors to assist Public 
Works in the clean up.  The ACUA is also picking up storm debris.  Mr. Kisby advised that 
he did meet with representatives from FEMA who toured the City and he is hoping the City 
will receive funds to help offset the costs for the cleanup.  Councilman Tighe motioned, 
seconded by Councilman Beinfest, to add Resolution No. 134 to the agenda authorizing an 
amount not to exceed $15,000 to be used for storm debris removal.  

 
9. Council President Taylor 

A. Administration 
1. Council President Taylor advised of Resolutions on the agenda confirming the hiring of a 

Part Time Violations Clerk and a Full Time Deputy Court Administrator for the Shared 
Municipal Court. 

2. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing the renewal of a Liquor License for Berlin Road 
Investments, LLC.  This is the license that belongs to the Cornerstone Commerce Center. 

3. A Resolution is on the agenda appointing Christine Desch as the Tax Search Officer.  There 
is no increase in salary. 

4. Council President Taylor advised of a Resolution on the agenda accepting the resignation of 
Councilman Matt Levinson effective July 10, 2012. 

 
10.  Mr. Youngblood 

A. Mr. Youngblood discussed a proposed amendment to the City Code Chapter 83 for Alcoholic 
Beverages.  The amendment is to Section 14 for Restrictions and Location and Operation.  Mr. 
Youngblood explained that the existing code only allows for a very large restaurant and the 
proposed amendment modifies the language to be less restrictive.  Councilmen Paolone, Tighe, 
and Gordon indicated that the proposed amendment was too vague and requested to set specific 
parameters.  All Council members agreed to pull the Ordinance from the agenda.  A committee 
consisting of Councilmen Paolone, Tighe, and Gordon will work on revising the amendment for 
introduction at the next Council meeting.    
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At 6:30 P.M., Council President Taylor called a recess. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


