
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

May 23, 2012 
  

Council President Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:09 P.M., noting that the meeting had been 
advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Matt Levinson; 
Councilman Ralph Paolone; and Council President Donna Taylor.  

Absent: Councilman Tim Tighe.   
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Hank 

Kolakowski, Public Works Superintendent; Robert James, Police Chief; Chick 
Kisby, Fire Chief; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve the minutes of 
the May 9, 2012 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All present members of Council were in 
favor.  Motion was approved. 

  
3. Councilman Beinfest 

A. Neighborhood Services 
1. Councilman Beinfest reported that the Recreation Board is looking at new ways to update the 

park. 
 

4. Councilwoman DeDomenicis 
A. Public Works 

1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis advised of the Ordinance on the agenda for final reading 
adding the title of Journeyman Electrician to the City’s salary ordinance. 

2. A Resolution is on the agenda renewing the shared service agreement with Upper Township 
for truck & equipment washing. 

 
5. Councilman Gordon 

A. Engineering 
1. Councilman Gordon discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing the advertisement for 

bids for the Wabash Avenue ADA Curb Ramp Improvements project, Phase 5. 
2. Mr. Mazur provided an update on the Frances & Grammercy drainage project.  Everything is 

on schedule. 
 

6. Councilman Levinson 
A. Revenue & Finance 

1. Councilman Levinson discussed an Ordinance on the agenda for final reading authorizing a 
Special Emergency Appropriation for a Property Reassessment.   

2. There is also a Resolution on the agenda awarding a contract for the Property Reassessment 
to Vital Communications.   

 
7. Councilman Paolone 

A. Public Safety 
1. Councilman Paolone advised of a Resolution on the agenda authorizing the advertisement for 

proposals for EMS.  He understands that Northfield requested additional time to review the 
specifications.  Councilman Paolone indicated that Councilmen Tom Polistina and Steve 
Vain, the Shared Service Committee members from Northfield, have done a great job getting 
input from everyone.  Councilman Paolone attended a public meeting that was held in 
Northfield.  He along with Council President Taylor and Councilwoman DeDomenicis have 
been meeting with the Shared Services Committee from Northfield for several months and 
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have reviewed the RFP line by line.  They also researched the new national averages for response 
times.  The RFP will require three proposals.  One for just Northfield, one for just Linwood, and 
one for both.  Proposals are due on July 10, 2012.  The contract could be awarded at the August 
Council meeting.  The current contract with AtlantiCare expires on August 31, 2012.  He hopes 
that AtlantiCare will submit a proposal.  Although there was a problem in Northfield, AtlantiCare 
assured Linwood that none of their records were altered.  Councilman Paolone indicated that they 
have been a great partner for Linwood.  

 
8. Council President Taylor 

A. Administration 
1. Council President Taylor advised of a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a Raffle License 

to the Atlantic County Women’s Center. 
2. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing the renewal of the Sewer Inter-local Agreement 

with Northfield.  The percentage that Linwood pays to Northfield is increasing from 47.5% to 
50%. 

3. A Resolution is on the agenda to amend the Shared Court Agreement with Northfield.  
Linwood court will soon be held in Northfield.  Linwood will pay one lump sum to them.  
Donna Clark, the Court Administrator, advised Council that renovations are being completed 
in Northfield now and that everything will be completed by July.  The AOC will shut down 
Linwood’s court on June 22. 

4. Council President Taylor advised that Carl Wentzell, the Tax Collector, is retiring on May 31, 
2012.  Chris Desch, the Assistant Tax Collector, is interested in filling Mr. Wentzell’s 
position.  The Assistant’s position would then need to be filled.  Three in-house candidates 
were interviewed tonight.  Council President Taylor’s committee will discuss this matter and 
make a recommendation to all Council in June. 

   
9. Mr. Youngblood 

A. Mr. Youngblood discussed a Resolution on the agenda that authorizes an amended Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund Spending Plan and an Interlocal Agreement with the Atlantic County 
Improvement Authority (ACIA).  The ACIA will be able to use Linwood’s COAH fees only on 
the Linwood group home or any rehabilitation projects in the City that qualify.  This will close 
out Linwood’s account. 

 
At 6:24 P.M., Council President Taylor called a recess. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


