
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

April 25, 2012 
  

Council President Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:07 P.M., noting that the meeting had been 
advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilwoman Stacy DeDomenicis; Councilman 
Todd Gordon; Councilman Matt Levinson; Councilman Ralph Paolone; 
Councilman Tim Tighe; and Council President Donna Taylor.  

Absent: Councilman Elliot Beinfest.   
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Hank 

Kolakowski, Public Works Superintendent; Anthony Strazzeri, CFO; Chick 
Kisby, Fire Chief; Robert James, Police Chief; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal 
Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by Councilman Paolone, to approve the minutes of 
the April 11, 2012 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All present members of Council were in 
favor.  Motion was approved. 

  
3. Councilwoman DeDomenicis 

A. Public Works 
1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis discussed an Ordinance on the agenda amending the City Code 

on Solid Waste with regard to separation of recyclables. 
 

4. Councilman Gordon 
A. Engineering 

1. Councilman Gordon reported that construction on the Frances & Grammercy Drainage 
project is ongoing. 
 

5. Councilman Levinson 
A. Revenue & Finance 

1. Councilman Levinson advised that he will present the budget for adoption at tonight’s 
meeting. 

2. A Resolution is on the agenda certifying review of the annual audit.  There were no findings 
in the Audit. 

3. A Resolution is on the agenda confirming the salaries of non-contractual employees. 
4. A Resolution is on the agenda confirming the sale of the Trust Loan Bond with regard to the 

Southwest Drainage Improvement Project. 
5. Two Ordinances are on the agenda that freeze longevity for City employees. 
6. Councilman Levinson reiterated that he previously met with County representatives regarding 

traffic and safety on Shore Road.  One of the items discussed was to repaint the crosswalks, 
which Councilman Levinson happily reported was done. 

 
6. Councilman Tighe 

A. Planning & Development 
1. Councilman Tighe discussed an inquiry from a commercial property owner with regard to the 

availability of a liquor license in the City.  Councilman Tighe reported that by law, the City 
can issue two Plenary Retail Consumption Licenses.  One has already been purchased and is 
currently not active.  The other license could be put out to bid at public auction at Council’s 
discretion.  Councilman Tighe asked Council to consider the options. The Mayor indicated 
that the City Code on Alcoholic Beverages would have to be revised before going out for 
auction.  Council President Taylor would like to review the Code and asked the City Clerk to 
distribute it to Council for their review. 
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2. Councilman Tighe advised that the Fire Company has submitted an application to place two 
clothing bins on the property at the Cornerstone Commerce Center.  As that site is a 
Redevelopment Zone, the request must be approved by the Redevelopment Committee.  
Council approved the request conditioned upon written approval from the property owner. 

3. Councilman Tighe discussed a proposal from the Junior Friends of the Linwood Library to 
operate a Farmer’s Market in the parking lot at Our Lady of Sorrow’s Church, once a week, 
from June 18 to Labor Day.  The Church is in an Institutional Zone.  The City Code prohibits 
business/commercial activity, such as this, in all Institutional and Residential Zones. 
  

7. Council President Taylor 
A. Administration 

1. Council President Taylor advised of two Resolutions on the agenda authorizing Raffle 
Licenses to Our Lady of Sorrows Church. 

2. A Resolution is on the agenda opposing Senate Bills 1451 & 1452.  These are amendments to 
the Open Public Meetings Act and the Open Public Records Act.  Council is in favor of a 
transparent government.  However, the way these bills are proposed, they include unfunded 
mandates on municipalities. 

3. Council President Taylor discussed a final agreement to share the remainder of court 
operations between Linwood and Northfield.  The agreement is to move the location of 
Linwood’s court to Northfield for a lump sum payment of $113,000 this year with a 2.5% 
increase the following two years.  The proposal is to begin in June.  Linwood and Northfield 
would have to pass Resolutions authorizing the agreement in May. 

4. Council President Taylor advised that a Resolution is on the agenda authorizing a settlement 
with regard to a grievance.  Mr. Youngblood indicated that a grievance was filed by a retired 
officer who is now out on disability.  The questions were on accrued time.  The individual 
was seeking more than the City wanted to pay.  The amount agreed upon is less than 
originally requested. 

   
8. Mr. Youngblood 

A. Mr. Youngblood discussed how the City called the Bond on the Linwood Townhomes project 
because items were not completed.  The bonding company offered the City $75,000 to correct the 
items.  However, based on estimates from the City Engineer including professional fees, that 
amount was not enough.  The City negotiated and both parties settled on an amount of $95,000.  
A Resolution authorizing the settlement is on tonight’s agenda. 

 
At 6:25 P.M., Council President Taylor called a recess. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


