
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

April 10, 2013 
  

Councilwoman DeDomenicis called the meeting to order at 6:04 P.M., noting that the meeting had been 
advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Darren Matik; 
Councilman Ralph Paolone; Councilman Tim Tighe; and Council President 
Donna Taylor. 

Absent: None.  
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Hank 

Kolakowski, Superintendent of Public Works; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal 
Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilman Gordon, to approve the minutes of the 
March 27, 2013 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All members of Council were in favor with 
one abstention from Councilwoman DeDomenicis.  Motion was approved. 

  
3. Mayor’s Report 

A. The Mayor reported that April is Autism Awareness Month and he has issued a Proclamation for 
same. 

 
4. Councilman Beinfest 

A. Neighborhood Services 
1. Councilman Beinfest reported that a Professor of Political Science at Stockton College asked 

if City Council would be interested in allowing a Stockton student to complete a non-paid 
internship at City Hall.  The program allows for at least ten hours a week and the student 
earns credits.  Mrs. Napoli looked into any liability issues and reported that Stockton has their 
own policy that covers the interns.  The City would have no liability.  Council is in favor of 
the program.  Councilman Beinfest asked Mrs. Napoli to review the resumes and select a 
candidate. 
 

5. Councilwoman DeDomenicis 
A. Public Works 

1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis advised that Mr. Kolakowski previously submitted the Public 
Works report to Council. 

 
6. Councilman Gordon 

A. Engineering 
1. Councilman Gordon discussed a Resolution authorizing reimbursement to PJT Properties for 

drainage work on Essex Avenue.  Modifications were made at the end of the street to 
complete a stormwater connection that needed to be done. 

 
7. Councilman Matik 

A. Public Safety 
1. Councilman Matik indicated that it is possible that the City may be hiring new police officers 

in the near future.  Due to man hours and time spent reviewing applications and candidates, it 
was suggested the City adopt an application fee.  Other municipalities have application fees 
in place.  Councilman Matik used the City of Avalon as an example.  Avalon charges a $50 
application fee for police officers.  Councilman Paolone is not in favor of charging an 
application fee.  He believes the process of reviewing applications and candidates is part of 
the job and that a fee is not necessary.  Councilman Tighe explained that the fee could be a 
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cost mitigator and suggested that the City could possibly get a better pool of candidates.  
Discussion ensued on the proposed fee.  Councilman Matik reported that he will gather 
additional information and report back.  

 
8. Councilman Paolone 

A. Revenue & Finance 
1. Councilman Paolone advised that the City will hold an auction on May 4, 2013.  Items for 

auction will include City property, such as equipment no longer needed, and bicycles 
recovered by the Police that were held for at least six months. 

2. Councilman Paolone reported that Council has all received copies of the 2012 Audit Report.  
At the next Council meeting, they will need to adopt a Resolution certifying they have read 
the report.  Councilman Paolone, Mr. Strazzeri, and Mrs. Napoli met with the Auditors for an 
audit exit conference.  The report showed some outstanding DUI grant balances that 
Councilman Paolone has referred to the Police and Court to spend.  Another item discussed 
was how several purchases were made without requisitions from Finance.  Councilman 
Paolone reminded all Department Heads that nothing should be purchased before requisitions 
are approved from the Finance Office to make sure that funds are in fact available.  Only one 
finding was reported in the audit, which was a transfer that was done incorrectly.  This 
resulted in an over expenditure of $10,665.  That amount will have to be budgeted for next 
year.  Councilman Paolone also reported that the Auditors commended Council’s continued 
efforts to share services. 

 
9. Council President Taylor 

A. Administration 
1. Council President Taylor advised of a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a Raffle License 

to Beron Jewish Adult Services of Atlantic & Cape May County. 
   

At 6:24 P.M., Council President Taylor called a recess. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


