
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

March 28, 2012 
  

Councilman Beinfest called the meeting to order at 6:06 P.M., noting that the meeting had been 
advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Matt Levinson; 
Councilman Ralph Paolone; and Councilman Tim Tighe.  

Absent: Council President Donna Taylor.   
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Hank 

Kolakowski, Superintendent of Public Works; Chick Kisby, Fire Chief; Robert 
James, Police Chief; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by Councilman Paolone, to approve the minutes of 
the March 14, 2012 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All present members of Council were 
in favor.  Motion was approved. 

  
3. Mayor’s Report 

A. The Mayor reported that he is appointing Tom Lacovara to the Planning Board. 
 

4. Councilman Beinfest 
A. Neighborhood Services 

1. Councilman Beinfest discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing the advertisement for 
bids for the Façade & Stabilization of the Leedsville Schoolhouse project.  The bidders must 
be pre-qualified by the NJ Historic Trust in order to bid on the project. 

 
5. Councilman Gordon 

A. Engineering 
1. Councilman Gordon discussed an Ordinance on the agenda for final reading amending the 

City Code to include language to prevent the removal of existing sidewalk in the City.  It 
does not address new construction or maintenance. 

2. A Resolution for a Temporary Construction Access Agreement with Renee Kiejdan is on the 
agenda due to some construction work that is being completed that requires access to the right 
of way on private property. 

3. Councilman Gordon pulled the Resolution on the agenda with regard to the 2012 Community 
Development Block Grant Funds. 

4. Councilman Gordon discussed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing application to the 
Association of NJ Environmental Commissions for a 2012 Sustainable Land Use Planning 
Grant to be used to rewrite City Ordinances to provide for solar, green homes, and other 
sustainable development. 

5. Councilman Levinson reported that he met with representatives from Atlantic County on 
Shore Road.  The City had previously requested that the speed limit be lowered by Memorial 
Park.  However, the County does not intend to lower the limit.  The County will look at 
possibly repainting the crosswalks and the signage plan.  Councilman Paolone asked if the 
Chief could post a Crossing Guard at Shore Road again for Saturday morning spring sports. 
  

6. Councilman Paolone 
A. Public Safety 

1. Councilman Paolone has recommended that Linwood move to Egg Harbor Township (EHT) 
for dispatch services.  He reported that Council President Taylor was contact by Somers Point 
today with a proposal to lower their rate for services for 2012 to $275,000.  The proposal 
does not include additional personnel.  EHT will have one dedicated dispatcher for Linwood.   
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Northfield has agreed to renew their contract for dispatch services with EHT. Councilman 
Paolone discussed the possibility of Linwood and Northfield merging Police Departments in 
the future and the benefit of having the same communication system and service.  Chief 
James indicated that Northfield has been with EHT since 1996.  They have written policies 
and procedures for everything.  Quality control and service have been good.  A benefit for 
him if Linwood moves to EHT is that from a managerial standpoint it will be easier to 
manage assets through one center.  Chief Kisby discussed the service from Somers Point.  He 
is looking forward to the move with EHT because they will have personnel dedicated for 
either police or fire calls, which he believes will be more efficient.  Discussion ensued upon 
costs with regard to moving service now or at another time.  Councilman Paolone has a 
Resolution on the agenda to authorize the contract with EHT. 

2. Councilman Paolone discussed an Ordinance on the agenda prohibiting parking on West 
Avenue.  Parking has been restricted in this location for the past ten years.  However, an 
Ordinance was never done to enforce the issue.  Signs have recently been put up in the wrong 
locations and will be removed.  The restrictions are not on the entire length of West Avenue, 
but only at the beginning of the intersection of Patcong Avenue. 

 
7. Councilman Tighe 

A. Planning & Development 
1. Councilman Tighe discussed a Resolution on the agenda awarding the contract for electricity 

to Constellation New Energy for a second year. 
 

8. Council President Taylor 
A. Administration 

1. Councilman Beinfest advised of a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a Raffle License to 
the Somers Point Historical Society. 

2. A Resolution is on the agenda to renew the appointment of the Temporary Deputy Court 
Administrator for thirty days. 
   

9. Mr. Youngblood 
A. Mr. Youngblood advised of an Ordinance on the agenda for final reading amending the City 

Code, Chapter 221 for sewer use rates dealing with vacant space. 
 
At 6:45 P.M., Councilman Beinfest called a recess. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


