
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

March 14, 2012 
  

Councilman Beinfest called the meeting to order at 6:03 P.M., noting that the meeting had been 
advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Matt Levinson; 
Councilman Ralph Paolone; Councilman Tim Tighe; and Council President 
Donna Taylor.  

Absent: None.   
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Chick 

Kisby, Fire Chief; Robert James, Police Chief; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal 
Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by Councilman Tighe, to approve the minutes of 
the February 22, 2012 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All present members of Council 
were in favor with one abstention from Councilman Paolone.  Motion was approved. 

  
3. Mayor’s Report 

A. The Mayor introduced Teri Weeks, the Linwood School Business Administrator, to present the 
2012-2013 school Budget, and announced that the Budget contains a zero cent tax rate increase.  
(Attached as Exhibit A) 

B. The Mayor reported that Patrolman Austin Martin has been promoted to the rank of Sergeant and 
that he will be sworn in at the regular meeting. 

 
4. Councilwoman DeDomenicis 

A. Public Works 
1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis distributed and reviewed budget information for the Public 

Works Department that was provided to the Finance Committee.  She also reviewed the 
Department’s Communication Procedures. 

 
5. Councilman Gordon 

A. Engineering 
1. Councilman Gordon discussed an Ordinance on the agenda amending the City Code to 

include language to prevent the removal of existing sidewalk in the City.  The Ordinance 
does not address new construction or maintenance. 

2. Mr. Mazur reviewed a Resolution on the agenda authorizing submission of a Release 
Statement for Federal Aid with regard to the Seaview Ave & West Ave Pedestrian Safety 
Improvements project.  This is the final paperwork to close out the project. 

3. Councilman Gordon discussed a new regulator that the gas company installed on the bike 
path.  The City and the gas company will be discussing a screen or landscape project to 
surround it. 

 
6. Councilman Levinson 

A. Revenue & Finance 
1. Councilman Levinson reviewed a Power Point Presentation on the 2012 Municipal Budget 

(Attached as Exhibit B) announcing that initial budget figures included a 4.2 cent tax 
increase, however, it is now down to a 1.8 cent tax increase.  The increase last year was at 1.9 
cents. 

 
 
 



 
Linwood Common Council       March 14, 2012 
Caucus Minutes         Page 2 
 
 
7. Councilman Paolone 

A. Public Safety 
1. Councilman Paolone reported on the ongoing discussions with Egg Harbor Township 

regarding the possibility of moving Linwood’s dispatch services from Somers Point to Egg 
Harbor Township.  He reviewed proposed costs from 2012 to 2016 that could save the City 
approximately $175,000.  Somers Point has also submitted a proposal for Linwood to remain 
with them as well as having Northfield move their services to Somers Point.  The proposal 
does not include additional personnel and there is concern that Somers Point could handle the 
call volumes from Northfield and Linwood with no additional staff.  Councilman Paolone 
explained that Northfield currently uses Egg Harbor Township.  However, their contract has 
expired and ongoing discussions continued between the municipalities.  Councilman Paolone 
discussed the possibility of Linwood and Northfield merging Police Departments in the future 
and the benefit of having the same communication system and service.  He would like to 
recommend moving the dispatch services to Egg Harbor Township as long as Northfield 
remains with them and would like to have a Resolution on the March 28 Council agenda 
authorizing an agreement with Egg Harbor Township.  All members of Council were in 
favor. 

2. Councilman Paolone discussed an Ordinance on the agenda prohibiting parking on West 
Avenue.  Mr. Mazur advised that signs are already there, but an Ordinance was never done. 

 
8. Councilman Tighe 

A. Planning & Development 
1. Councilman Tighe advised that an amendment to the Redevelopment Plan was already 

completed.  The Redevelopment Agreement now needs to be amended as well.  Copies of the 
draft amendment were distributed to all Council members for their review.  Councilman 
Tighe announced that the City may not be successful with their application to the County for 
open space funds to purchase the north end of the property at Cornerstone.  The draft 
amendment includes a tax abatement for their consideration. 
     

9. Council President Taylor 
A. Administration 

1. Councilman Paolone reported that Linwood and Northfield have a shared EMS agreement 
with AtlantiCare.  There have been some issues with AtlantiCare’s run reports for Northfield.  
AtlantiCare reviewed Linwood’s reports and assured the City that their reports are accurate.  
The contract expires on August 31, 2012.  Councilman Paolone will be advising AtlantiCare 
that Linwood would be putting this contract out to bid. 
   

10. Mr. Youngblood 
A. Mr. Youngblood discussed a proposed amendment to the City Code, Chapter 221 for sewer use 

rates dealing with vacant space. 
B. A Resolution is on the agenda confirming the intent of the City to accept dedication of a portion 

of the bike path by Maple Avenue.  The City currently has a deed of easement for that portion of 
property.  However, the new owner would like to dedicate it to the City due to the liability. 

  
At 7:11 P.M., Council President Donna Taylor called a recess. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


