
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

March 13, 2013 
 

FLAG SALUTE:  
Councilman Todd Gordon led the flag salute.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:28 P.M., noting that the meeting had been advertised in 
compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act.   
 
ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilwoman Stacy DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; 
Councilman Darren Matik; Councilman Ralph Paolone; Councilman Tim Tighe; and 
Council President Donna Taylor. 

Absent: Councilman Elliot Beinfest. 
Also Present: Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; and Leigh Ann 

Napoli, Municipal Clerk. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES WITHOUT FORMAL READING 
Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by Councilman Gordon, to approve the minutes of the February 
27, 2013 Regular meeting without formal reading.  All present members of Council were in favor with one 
abstention from Councilman Paolone.  Motion was approved.  
 
ORDINANCES 

2 OF 2013 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 241 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, 
ARTICLE VII, SPORTS EQUIPMENT IN STREETS OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
LINWOOD AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE ADOPTED, THE 
PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH. 

The Clerk read Ordinance No. 2 of 2013 by title only.  Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by 
Councilman Gordon to approve Ordinance No. 2 for final reading.  Council President Taylor opened the floor for 
discussion on Ordinance No. 2.  Seeing and hearing no members of the public wishing to be heard, Council 
President Taylor closed the floor.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative and Councilman Beinfest 
absent.  Motion was approved. 

3 OF 2013 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 140 FEES, ARTICLE V FEES FOR 
MUNICIPAL COURT DISCOVERY OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINWOOD 
AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE ADOPTED THE 
PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH. 

The Clerk read Ordinance No. 3 of 2013 by title only.  Councilman Paolone motioned, seconded by Councilman 
Gordon to approve Ordinance No. 3 for final reading.  Council President Taylor opened the floor for discussion on 
Ordinance No. 3.  Seeing and hearing no members of the public wishing to be heard, Council President Taylor 
closed the floor.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative and Councilman Beinfest absent.  Motion 
was approved. 

4 OF 2013 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF LINWOOD AND THE ATLANTIC COUNTY UTILITIES 
AUTHORITY. 

The Clerk read Ordinance No. 4 of 2013 by title only.  Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by 
Councilman Matik to approve Ordinance No. 4 for final reading.  Councilman Matik explained that during budget 
discussions City Council was looking for areas to save money.  Contracting with the Atlantic County Utilities 
Authority will save $243,714 per year and $1.2 million over five years.  Council President Taylor opened the floor 
for discussion on Ordinance No. 4.  Wayne Dilks 214 Van Sant Ave, Linwood – Mr. Dilks indicated that he met 
with Councilman Matik and Councilwoman DeDomenicis and does not see the savings they projected.  He 
discussed the layoffs and the lack of employees they will have to collect leaves.  He presented Council with a 
petition of approximately one hundred and seventy signatures against the ACUA contract for trash pickup.  He 
believes that the ACUA will raise their rates each year.  Stayros Zambetoglou 726 Brighton Drive, Linwood – Mr.  
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Zambetoglou asked why the City is contracting with the ACUA when nothing is wrong with the current City 
collection.  He believes next year, the City will be at the mercy of the ACUA.  Councilman Matik explained that 
this is a five year contract with an option to renew.  Sometimes the City has six men on trash collection.  Council 
has been looking at this for the cost savings.  It is unfair to have Mr. Dilks giving people the wrong information and 
having them sign a petition.  Having the ACUA collect the trash will allow the City workers to do other things in 
the City and be more productive.  Henry Madamba 49 Joseph Ave, Linwood – Mr. Madamba has lived in Linwood 
for a long time.  He asked how you put a measure on the dedication of the Public Works employees that are out 
every day in every type of weather.  He asked what the proposed savings are each year.  Councilman Matik advised 
the contract will save four cents per year.  Mr. Madamba knows the Public Works guys are hard workers and asked 
Council to look at the proposal again.  He indicated that the Linwood Public Works employees usually pick up 
what the ACUA leaves behind.  The City can’t control the ACUA workers.  He asked if the City employees will be 
offered employment with the ACUA.  Councilman Matik advised that they were all offered interviews, which was 
very important to Council. Ratables are down in the City due to numerous tax appeals.  Council had to look to save 
money.  Councilman Tighe advised that this did not just happen overnight.  Council has been looking for years at 
areas to save money.  Harry Cottrill 302 W. Patcong Ave, Linwood – Mr. Cottrill has been a resident of Linwood 
for years.  He indicated that he has been skipped by the ACUA on recycle days and that this is not the type of 
services he wants for Linwood.  He understands the idea is to save money but asked Council to look elsewhere 
possibly the bloated school administration.  The services the Linwood Public Works employees provide are top 
notch.  Dan Adams 10 Laurel Ave, Linwood – Mr. Adams has lived in Linwood for twenty years and is proud to 
raise his family here.  The City has had reductions in force in the Police and Public Works Departments in the past 
and now it’s here again.  Mr. Adams understands the City needs to look at savings and has talked to Councilman 
Matik.  Mr. Adams believes the layoffs will reduce the amount of services the Public Works employees can 
provide.  He discussed the jobs they do including the great job they did during the Derecho and Hurricane Sandy 
storms.  They assisted in the clean up that provided safe access to emergency vehicles in the streets.  Reducing their 
capabilities will put safety in jeopardy.  The employees do a great job with trash pickup.  The ACUA employees 
have missed his recycling in the past and the Linwood employees pick up what the ACUA leaves behind.  Mr. 
Adams reviewed the numbers that Councilman Matik provided and he does not buy the savings listed.  He supports 
what the other residents have said tonight and thinks this contract is a big mistake.  If Council told him that services 
will remain the same he may think differently.  He asked what the residents do if they have any problems with the 
ACUA.  Councilman Matik advised the residents are to call Hank, the Public Works Superintendent.  Mr. Adams 
indicated that he moved to Linwood for the services and the community.  The Public Works employees are part of 
the community.  When you take them out of the community, you remove services.  The employees do a great job.  
Mr. Adams hopes that Council makes a decision they all understand and can live with.  Marcus King, President of 
Teamsters Local 331 – Mr. King is President of the Teamsters Local Union 331 that represents the Public Works 
employees.  He has been doing business with Linwood for a long time. The decision made was not right.  The 
Union was notified by phone that this was going to happen, but was not offered a time to meet and discuss the 
issue. He understands the budget problems.  The Union just completed negotiating a new contract for these 
employees and the employees took a lot of cuts.  He believes the Union should have been called to the table prior to 
moving on this deal.  He asked if this is a financial issue, or if it is to take care of the ACUA.  He hopes that 
Council reconsiders and gives the Union an opportunity to take a look at it.  Seeing and hearing no other members 
of the public wishing to be heard, Council President Taylor closed the floor. Councilman Gordon – Councilman 
Gordon hears what the residents are saying and he has looked at the numbers.  This is a sensitive issue.  The 
residents say don’t mess with my services and don’t raise my taxes.  Only people can’t have it both ways.  The 
numbers are important.  The City is looking at equal or better services.  This was not done in a vacuum.  It was 
discussed with Hank, the Superintendent of Public Works, and the rest of the Public Works Committee.  Trash is a 
major ordeal to manage.  This will provide the opportunity to improve in other areas.  Councilman Paolone – 
Councilman Paolone indicated that this decision was not something done lightly.  Council talked about it for 
months.  Even with this change, the tax rate is 5.9 cents.  If they did not do this, they would see a 9.9 cent increase.  
This is the largest increase he has seen since he has been on Council.  He would like to remain in Linwood and 
have his kids raise their families in Linwood.  Council has to balance taxes verse the services people are getting.  
Council would not move forward on this if they thought it was not going to work.   
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Councilman Tighe – Councilman Tighe agrees with the comments by Councilmen Gordon and Paolone.  They have 
to look at the costs over the years.  Every year, Council is forced to find areas to cut.  He has never heard a 
complaint about the Linwood Public Works Department.     
A roll call vote was heard with five in the affirmative, one abstention by Council President Taylor, and Councilman 
Beinfest was absent.  Motion was approved. 

5 OF 2013 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 52 PERSONNEL AND PERSONNEL 
PROCEDURES, EMPLOYEE MANUAL, ARTICLE II, EMPLOYMENT AND 
TERMINATION, B. WORK FORCE REDUCTION/LAYOFF POLICY OF THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF LINWOOD AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE 
ADOPTED, THE PROVISIONS OF WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH. 

The Clerk read Ordinance No. 5 of 2013 by title only.  Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by 
Councilman Paolone to approve Ordinance No. 5 for first reading.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the 
affirmative and Councilman Beinfest absent.  Motion was approved. 

6 OF 2013 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 122 CURFEW, SECTION 1 LOITERING 
OF MINORS PROHIBITED OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINWOOD AND 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES HERETOFORE ADOPTED THE PROVISIONS OF 
WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT HEREWITH. 

The Clerk read Ordinance No. 6 of 2013 by title only.  Councilman Paolone motioned, seconded by Councilwoman 
DeDomenicis to approve Ordinance No. 6 for first reading.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative 
and Councilman Beinfest absent.  Motion was approved. 

7 OF 2013 AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 
LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK. 

The Clerk read Ordinance No. 7 of 2013 by title only.  Councilman Gordon motioned, seconded by Councilman 
Matik to approve Ordinance No. 7 for first reading.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative and 
Councilman Beinfest absent.  Motion was approved. 
 
RESOLUTIONS WITHIN CONSENT AGENDA 
All matters listed under item, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine by City Council, and will be enacted 
by one motion in the form listed.  Any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability 
of Funds and any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda and discussed separately.  
All Consent Agenda items will be reflected in full in the minutes. 

50-2013 A Resolution opposing Senate Bill S-2364 and Assembly Bill A3553 with regard to early 
voting in the State of New Jersey 

51-2013 A Resolution authorizing the purchase of skateboard park equipment from the City of Sea 
Isle City for $1.00 

52-2013 A Resolution changing the March 27, 2013 Caucus Meeting commencement time from 
6:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

53-2013 A Resolution authorizing the City of Linwood to participate in the Atlantic County 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program 

54-2013 A Resolution authorizing a refund of overpaid property taxes due to a State Tax Court 
Judgment for Block 40, Lot 4.05, located at 107 Holly Lane, in the City of Linwood 

55-2013 A Resolution authorizing entering into an Agreement with Atlantic County for Municipal 
Aerial Mosquito Control Spraying 

Council President Taylor asked if any member of Council would like to remove any items from consent.  Nothing 
was removed. Councilman Paolone motioned, seconded by Councilman Matik, to approve Resolutions No. 50-55 
of 2013.  All present members of Council were in favor.  Motion was approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST:  $907,878.78 
Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by Councilman Paolone, to approve the bills for payment.  A roll 
call vote was heard with six in the affirmative and Councilman Beinfest absent.  Motion was approved. (The bill list 
is attached as Exhibit A) 
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MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Council President Taylor opened the floor to the public for discussion on any topic. 
Sandy D’Amato 6 Fischer Road, Linwood – Mrs. D’Amato read a statement regarding matters related to the 
building of her daughter, Ava Cocchi’s, home in Linwood.  She asked that City Council review the Site Clearing 
Ordinance and its original intent. 
Dan Gallagher 8 Marvin Avenue, Linwood – Mr. Gallagher discussed issues he is experiencing as a result of the 
home built by the Cocchi’s. 
Gordon Lawson 10 Marvin Avenue, Linwood – Mr. Lawson discussed issues he is experiencing as a result of the 
home built by the Cocchi’s.  
Paul D’Amato 6 Fischer Road, Linwood – Mr. D’Amato indicated that he is representing his daughter and son-in-
law, Ava & Steve Cocchi, and advised them not to speak at tonight’s meeting as Mr. Gallagher has threatened a law 
suit against them. 
Harry Cottrill 302 W. Patcong Ave, Linwood – Mr. Cottrill asked the City if it was true that Charlie Auge 
sold his bucket truck to the City for the purpose of changing street lights.  Councilwoman DeDomenicis 
advised that the City did purchase a bucket truck from Mr. Auge mainly for the purpose of putting up the 
flags along Shore Road.  She indicated that Atlantic Electric is responsible for street lights. 
Judy Saylor Allison 1426 Shore Road, Linwood – Mrs. Allison has lived in Linwood since 1979.  Her 
home has been restored and is experiencing numerous cracks again, which she claims is a result of the 
poor condition of Shore Road.  She has notified the County in the past and is asking Council for 
assistance in getting the County to correct the problems.  Council President Taylor advised Mrs. Allison 
to give Mrs. Napoli copies of the correspondence she has had with the County so they can look into the 
matter. 
Seeing and hearing no other members from the public wishing to be heard, Council President Taylor closed the 
floor. 
 
FINAL REMARKS BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
Mayor DePamphilis – Mayor DePamphilis indicated that not a year has gone by that he hasn’t commended the 
Public Works Department in his State of the City address.  He can assure the residents that Council did not do this 
for any other reason than financial.  Council agonized over the decision.  He agrees with them.  The Mayor advised 
that Council will review the Site Clearing Ordinance. 
Councilwoman DeDomenicis – Councilwoman DeDomenicis thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  This is 
her sixth year as Chair of the Public Safety Committee and this is not the first time trash collection has come up.  
Each time before, she was able to prove the City needed to do it.  This time, she was not able to poke a hole in the 
proposal.  Hank, the Superintendent of Public Works, will still be responsible for any concerns the residents may 
have.  He was planning on attending tonight’s meeting, but had a family emergency. He had a prepared statement in 
favor of trash collection moving to the ACUA.  This will allow the City employees to do other things.  The 
numbers presented are correct.  Every meeting she commends the work of Hank and the Public Works employees.  
The ACUA has offered all three of the employees affected an opportunity for an interview.  This was a very 
difficult decision, but she believes it is a good deal for the City. 
Councilman Paolone – Councilman Paolone thinks it is important that Hank supports the ACUA collection.  He 
also indicated that former Councilman Bob Boileau, who has always been a strong supporter of Public Works, met 
with Councilwoman DeDomenicis and Councilman Matik.  After reviewing the information, Mr. Boileau agreed 
that the move to the ACUA made sense.   
Councilman Matik – Councilman Matik indicated that the Zoning Board is an autonomous Board.  City Council 
cannot interfere with their decisions.  Council will look into the Site Clearing Ordinance as requested.  He hopes 
there is a happy medium for all parties involved. 
Councilman Tighe – Councilman Tighe advised that a green committee is currently reviewing the Site Clearing 
Ordinance among several others.  They welcome input from the public.  The Zoning Board is an autonomous Board 
and Council cannot get involved with their business.  Councilman Tighe has been reviewing the subject of trash 
collection for over ten years.  They have to look for savings where all other costs are going up.  Councilman Tighe 
reviewed the following figures over the last ten years: the ratable base is down by $10 million; State Aid is down by  
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$191,741; Police salary & wages are up by $422,685, Public Works salaries are up by $71,000; Fire salaries are up 
by $81,240; City Hall salaries are up by $39,000; Health Insurance is up by $300,000; Workers Compensation is up 
by almost $200,000; Pension contributions are up by $192,626; and the Police & Fire pension is up by $479,060.  
Council is trying to find ways to save money. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to be addressed by Council, Councilman Paolone motioned, seconded by Councilwoman 
DeDomenicis, to adjourn at 7:49 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


