
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 

February 22, 2012 
  

Council President Donna Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:01 P.M., noting that the meeting had 
been advertised in compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
1.  Roll Call  

Present:                 Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Todd Gordon; Councilman Matt Levinson; 
Councilman Tim Tighe; and Council President Donna Taylor.  

Absent: Councilman Ralph Paolone.   
Also Present:            Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; Steve Mazur, Dixon Associates; Chick 

Kisby, Fire Chief; Hank Kolakowski, Public Works Superintendent; Robert 
James, Police Chief; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes Without Formal Reading 

Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve the minutes of 
the February 8, 2012 Caucus meeting, without formal reading.  All present members of Council were 
in favor with one abstention from Councilman Levinson.  Motion was approved. 

  
3. Mayor’s Report 

A. The Mayor proclaimed March 2, 2012 Read Across America Day. 
 

4. Councilwoman DeDomenicis 
A. Public Works 

1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis advised of a Resolution on the agenda authorizing a Contract 
for lawn fertilization.  Quotes were solicited for same. 

2. A Resolution is on the agenda authorizing the annual Agreement with Atlantic County for 
Aerial Mosquito Control. 

 
5. Councilman Gordon 

A. Engineering 
1. Councilman Gordon advised of a Resolution on the agenda authorizing application to Cape 

Atlantic Conservation District with regard to the Southwest Linwood Flood Control & 
Drainage Improvement project.  Mr. Mazur included that this application is for the Soil 
Erosion Control Permit and that a pre-construction meeting for the project will be held next 
Wednesday. 

 
6. Councilman Paolone 

A. Public Safety 
1. Council President Taylor reported that a Resolution is on the agenda authorizing termination 

of the Shared Dispatch Agreement with Somers Point.  Council representatives from 
Linwood have been meeting with Egg Harbor Township regarding a shared dispatch service.  
The City’s contract with Somers Point contains a ninety day termination clause.  The 
Resolution is being passed tonight in order to give proper notice.  Council is still reviewing 
the costs with Egg Harbor Township.  Preliminary costs are showing that Linwood could save 
$226,000 over the next four years.  There would be up front costs in the amount of $57,000 or 
less for licensing and equipment upgrades.  The City is also continuing discussions with 
Somers Point as well.  Councilman Beinfest asked if the service from Egg Harbor Township 
would be as efficient as it has with Somers Point.  Chief James feels the service would be 
comparable, as Northfield uses Egg Harbor Township now.  Council President Taylor 
advised that the City would evaluate the best service for the best price.  The Mayor indicated 
that they are looking into possibly merging police departments down the road and that having 
the same dispatch service would be beneficial. 
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2. Council President Taylor advised of a Resolution on the agenda approving the Certification 
of qualified volunteers for LOSAP. 

B. Arboretum 
1. Councilwoman DeDomenicis discussed a Resolution on the agenda releasing Arboretum 

Maintenance Funds to the Friends of the Linwood Arboretum.  The funds are money that has 
been donated to the Arboretum, but have been held in a special account until the 
establishment of the Friends group.  It does not include any City budgeted funds. 

 
7. Councilman Tighe 

A. Planning & Development 
1. Councilman Tighe indicated that the City received two signage requests.  One is for 

permanent signage for Liberty Dialysis and one temporary banner for Tranquility Spa.  
Councilman Tighe indicated that Council approved a signage plan for Cornerstone in the 
amended Redevelopment Plan.  The signs requested are not included in that plan.  As the 
amended Redevelopment Agreement has not yet been finalized, Councilman Tighe 
recommended not approving any signs.  He further indicated that the applicants should be 
dealing with the landlord regarding sign issues and should remain consistent with the 
approved plan.  Council President Taylor advised that a letter should be sent to the applicants 
advising them of the situation. 
     

8. Mr. Youngblood 
A. Mr. Youngblood advised of an Ordinance on the agenda for final reading amending the 

Development Fee Ordinance for residential properties. 
B. Mr. Youngblood discussed a proposed amendment to the City Code, Chapter 221 for sewer use 

rates dealing with vacant space.  Council President Taylor would like to review the entire Code 
and make any amendments at one time.  Council agreed to pull the proposed amendment from 
tonight’s agenda until the Chapter can be reviewed in its entirety. 

  
At 6:31 P.M., Council President Donna Taylor called a recess. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


