
LINWOOD COMMON COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF REORGANTIZAITON MEETING 

January 5, 2011 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilwoman Taylor called the meeting to order at 6:09 PM, noting the meeting had been advertised in 
compliance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act.  
 
FLAG SALUTE  
Councilman Matt Levinson led the flag salute. 
 
INVOCATION 
Father Malcolm McLeod performed the Invocation. 
 
OATHS OF OFFICE 
Assemblyman John Amodeo administered the Oath of Office to Stacy DeDomenicis as Council Member, Ward 1 of 
the City of Linwood. 
Atlantic County Executive Dennis Levinson administered the Oath of Office to Donna M. Taylor as Council 
Member, Ward 2 of the City of Linwood. 
 
ROLL CALL 

Present:   Mayor Rick DePamphilis; Councilman Elliot Beinfest; Councilwoman Stacy 
DeDomenicis; Councilman Matt Levinson; Councilman Alex Marino; Councilman Ralph 
Paolone; and Councilwoman Donna Taylor. 

Absent: Councilman Tim Tighe 
Also Present: Joseph L. Youngblood, City Solicitor; and Leigh Ann Napoli, Municipal Clerk. 

 
ELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
The Clerk opened the floor for nominations for Council President.  Councilman Marino motioned to nominate 
Donna Taylor.  The Clerk called for any other nominations.  Hearing none, nominations were closed by motion 
from Councilman Marino and a second from Councilman Levinson.  The Clerk called for a voice vote to close the 
floor for nominations.  All members of Council were in favor to close the floor for nominations.  The Clerk called 
for a voice vote for Donna Taylor to Council President.  All members of Council were in favor.  The nomination of 
Donna Taylor for Council President was approved.  Atlantic County Executive Dennis Levinson administered the 
oath of office to Donna Taylor as Council President. 
 
MAYOR’S STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS 
Mayor DePamphilis welcomed everyone in attendance and thanked them for attending the meeting.  He noted what 
an honor it is for him to serve as Mayor.  Mayor DePamphilis congratulated the newly re-elected Council members, 
Donna Taylor and Stacy DeDomenicis.  He is sure they will continue to do an excellent job.  He also thanked Leigh 
Ann Napoli, Lynn Roesch, Carl Wentzell and all the staff at City Hall who continue to do a great job while learning 
to do more with less.  Carl and Chris do a super job collecting taxes at 97.6%.  Linwood lost a very valuable 
employee in 2010 when long standing Chief Financial Officer, Bonnie Tiemann, retired.  The Mayor often teased 
Bonnie that he would never let that happen, but all things end and he wished her a long and healthy retirement.  The 
Mayor congratulated Anthony Strazzeri on becoming the City’s new Chief Financial Officer.  He has been with the 
City for many years and certainly earned the well deserved promotion.  Each year, the Mayor thanks Hank 
Kolakowski and the employees at Public Works for the work they do.  But, he does not believe that most of us 
realize the extent of the work that they do and how much of that we simply take for granted.  They pick up the trash 
and discarded appliances, pick up the leaves and clean the streets, clean the City buildings and cut the grass, clean, 
cut and maintain the parks, fields and open spaces, maintain the signs, basins and storm drains, assist at all City 
functions and events and blow the roads to remove the snow as we sleep.  The Mayor is sure he forgot a few things, 
but he thanked all the employees of Public Works for contributing to the quality of life in Linwood. 
The Linwood Volunteer Fire Department is under new leadership.  Chick Kisby, the City’s Emergency 
Management Coordinator, has been elected to serve as the new Fire Chief.  The Fire Department has become much 
more active in the community from coat and food drives to toys and Santa Claus.  They also assist in all City 
functions and special events.  The Mayor congratulated Chick and the newly elected officers of the Fire Company.   
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The Mayor believes their goal is to improve service, become more efficient and more community minded.  The new 
Fire Safety Committee will be working with the new officers in order to assist the Fire Company in reaching those 
goals. 
The Mayor thanked Dr. Finkelson and the School Board who have been dealing with caps and the ever decreasing 
state school aid for years.  However, each year seems to become more difficult and this year will be no different.  
The Board is also working with the Poplar Avenue Committee to determine the best future for the school and the 
property.  Dr. Baruffi, Teri Weeks, and the staffs and teachers from both schools continue to provide a quality 
education and the children continue to achieve high levels, scoring well above the state average on all tests.  Dr. 
Baruffi finished his first year as Superintendent of both Linwood and Mainland in 2010.  Tom does an excellent job 
and the Mayor was very pleased to see that shared service continued.  The Mayor thanked the Linwood Education 
Foundation for providing a grant for wireless internet service in the schools.  Soon Belhaven and Seaview will 
become completely wireless.  You can already sit outside at the Arboretum and have internet access.  The beautiful 
Arboretum continues to grow in every sense of the word.  Plants are growing and we have blooming occurring year 
round.  I would like to thank Dr. Lacy, George Butrus and the volunteers for all their hard work.  The Arboretum 
has become one of Linwood’s jewels. 
The Mayor thanked Mary Todd and the entire Library Board for all the hard work to make the Library a success.  
Maria Moss, her staff and volunteers do a great job.  This year, their website was redesigned.  New databases can 
now be found and a new server was installed.  They have made our Library a very special place to visit. 
The Mayor acknowledged Lars Hyberg, the Board of Recreation, and particularly Patty Ogrodnek for all the super 
holiday celebrations they provide for the residents.  This year’s Halloween parade and tree lighting had to set new 
records for attendance.  The Mayor thanked Dave Bishop for his hard work during his many years of service on the 
Board of Recreation. 
The Mayor congratulated the Linwood Little League 10 & 11 year old team who won the District 16 
Championship, the Section 4 Championship and the 2010 New Jersey State Championship, finishing the season 
with a record of 11 wins and 0 loses.  A very huge accomplishment, for a very small town. 
For the last few years, City Council and the Police Department have made a concentrated effort to provide the 
safest roadways possible for our residents.  The most important part of this commitment has been the Police 
Department’s traffic safety enforcement.  This year that effort did not go unnoticed and the Police Department 
received an Enforcement Award from the South Jersey Traffic Safety Alliance.  The City received almost $20,000 
from the State and County to pay officers for operating those traffic safety programs.  Chief Baker continues to 
build a police force that prides itself in providing quality police service.  They are dedicated professionals who help 
protect and serve our community.  During 2010, there were 12,994 incidents recorded, 2468 motor vehicle stops 
and 310 arrests were made. 
The Mayor recognized Jim Rutala and the Environmental Commission.  They continue to aid the City by attracting 
grants.  The City will be getting a $20,000 Energy Block Grant and could receive another $30,000 or more in 
rebates from South Jersey Energy to upgrade City buildings.  Also received, was a $2,500 grant for planning and 
$22,000 to complete an energy audit of all buildings.  In 2010, the City of Linwood was awarded Sustainable Jersey 
Bronze Level Certification by the State.  Linwood is one of 67 municipalities that have attained certification since 
the program began in 2009. 
Linwood also received a grant through the New Jersey Historical Trust for the preparation of a plan to preserve the 
old Leedsville Schoolhouse, which most of you know is our Historical Society.  The grant also provided Mrs. 
Patterson and the Historical Society with monies to create new brochures and signage.  The City will find out in 
March if we are successful in receiving a grant to redo the exterior of the old school. 
The City’s Redevelopment Committee is still involved in negotiations with Cornerstone to develop a plan that 
would allow additional construction and provide new tax ratable to the City.  With the help of the Planning Board 
and the Environmental Commission, the plan would be beneficial to both the developer and the City. 
Last year, the Mayor reminded everyone that Linwood was not immune to the financial ills that our state was 
experiencing.  The Mayor also warned that Linwood would feel the effects when Governor Christie began making 
those budget decisions that were painfully necessary and very long overdue. 
The Governor is doing his part and Linwood will continue to do ours.  No City, no City Council has done more to 
try to keep costs down and taxes stable.  Linwood leads the way when it comes to Shared Services.  Besides sharing 
our school Superintendent with Mainland, we now share emergency dispatch with Somers Point.  Northfield and 
Linwood continue to be partners sharing sewer, emergency medical services and Municipal Court service.  Each  
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one of these actions was the result of months of hard work by City Council.  He can’t imagine what kind of shape 
the City might be in had this Council not been aggressive and proactive.  2010 saw the first time use of furlough 
days to save the taxpayers and Council will look to open talks with our unions to discuss how they can help us.  We 
are all in this together and all must share the burden. 
The City will continue to work hard for the residents of Linwood but the tough times are long from over.  We will 
face many difficult decisions in the year ahead as we attempt to stay within the Governors budget cap.  It will not 
be easy but the Mayor assured everyone that Council is used to making difficult decisions and will continue to be 
aggressive and proactive.  At the very least, the residents of Linwood can rest assured that Council and the Mayor 
have only their best interests at heart. 
The Mayor thanked everyone and wished everyone a Happy New Year. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 

15-2011 A Resolution changing a previously canceled Appropriation Balance 
The Clerk read Resolution No. 15 of 2011 by title only.  Councilman Marion motioned, seconded by 
Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve Resolution No. 15.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative 
and Councilman Tighe absent.  Motion approved. 

16-2011 A Resolution approving the Temporary Budget for 2011 
The Clerk read Resolution No. 16 of 2011 by title only.  Councilwoman DeDomenicis motioned, seconded by 
Councilman Paolone, to approve Resolution No. 16.  A roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative and 
Councilman Tighe absent.  Motion approved. 
 
RESOLUTIONS WITHIN CONSENT AGENDA   
All matters listed under item, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine by City Council, and will be enacted 
by one motion in the form listed.  Any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability 
of Funds and any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda and discussed separately.  
All Consent Agenda items will be reflected in full in the minutes. 
 1-2011  A Resolution setting dates for Caucus and Regular Council meetings 

2-2011  A Resolution adopting a Cash Management Plan for 2011 
3-2011  A Resolution naming check signers 
4-2011 A Resolution authorizing the Finance Office to maintain a Petty Cash Fund in the amount 

of $100 
5-2011  A Resolution setting interest rates on delinquent taxes 
6-2011  A Resolution setting a service charge for checks returned for insufficient funds 
7-2011 A Resolution authorizing the allowance of a grace period before charging a penalty for late 

payment of taxes 
8-2011 A Resolution authorizing the imposition of a penalty on tax delinquencies in excess of 

$10,000 
9-2011 A Resolution naming the official City Newspapers, for purposes of publication, 

specifically, The Mainland Journal, The Press of Atlantic City, The Ocean City Sentinel-
Ledger, and The Current of Northfield, Linwood and Somers Point 

10-2011 A Resolution appointing an authorized agent for the sale of City owned land and/or 
property 

11-2011 A Resolution appointing the Tax Assessor as Agent in appeals to reduce assessments for 
the year 2011 

12-2011 A Resolution designating the Public Agency Compliance Officer for the City of Linwood 
13-2011 A Resolution adopting Robert’s Rules of Order 
14-2011 A Resolution authorizing the City of Linwood to enter into a Contract with the attached list 

of vendors for State Contract Purchases 
17-2011 A Resolution appointing Carl J. Wentzell, Sr. as Deputy Emergency Management 

Coordinator for the City of Linwood 
18-2011 A Resolution confirming Mayoral appointments for the year 2011 
19-2011 A Resolution approving Council appointments for the year 2011 
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20-2011 A Resolution authorizing the award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Joel Fleishman as 
Bond Counsel 

21-2011 A Resolution authorizing the award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Robert E. Swartz 
of Swartz & Co., LLC for Auditing Services 

22-2011 A Resolution authorizing the award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract to Joseph L. 
Youngblood, Jr. as Municipal Solicitor 

23-2011 A Resolution authorizing an Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Linwood 
and the Atlantic County Improvement Authority with regard to the 2010 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program 

24-2011 A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an application for Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plan Certification from the Cape Atlantic Conservation District and the 
New Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Request for Authorization Form with 
regard to the Seaview Avenue and West Avenue Pedestrian Safety Improvements 

25-2011 A Resolution authorizing entering into a Temporary Construction Access Agreement with 
Alfred J. Luciani 

26-2011 A Resolution authorizing the reappointment of Mary Cole as Deputy Municipal Clerk and 
Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics for the City of Linwood 

27-2011 A Resolution authorizing the execution of an Agreement with Robert D. Woltman 
The Clerk read the Consent Agenda by title only.  Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilman 
Beinfest, to approve Resolutions 1-14, 17-27 of 2011.  All present members of Council were in favor.  Motion 
approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: $207,377.95 
Councilman Beinfest motioned, seconded by Councilwoman DeDomenicis, to approve the bills for payment.  A 
roll call vote was heard with six in the affirmative and Councilman Tighe absent.  Motion approved.  (The bill list is 
attached as Exhibit A) 
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Council President Taylor opened the floor to the public for discussion on any topic. 
Seeing and hearing no members from the public wishing to be heard, Council President Taylor closed the floor. 
 
FINAL REMARKS BY COUNCIL 
Councilman Beinfest – Councilman Beinfest welcomed everyone and thanked them all for attending the meeting.  
He served on the Board of School Estimates Committee and noted that the Linwood schools have had an excellent 
year.  They maintain a modest total cost per pupil of $12,789, which is less than the state average of $13,862.  
Linwood’s test scores continually outperform the districts in New Jersey.  Our schools also continue to lead the way 
in technology.  Thanks to the Linwood Education Foundation for providing a grant that will make both schools 
wireless.  The schools also continue to lead the way in shared services.  Linwood shares a facility manager and 
superintendent with Mainland Regional High School.  Belhaven Middle School has been selected as a finalist in the 
National Schools to Watch Program, which is on par with the NCLB Blue Ribbon award that Seaview Elementary 
School received.  Councilman Beinfest also thanked the Recreation Board President Lars Hyberg and its members.  
He also thanked Dave Bishop for his time on the Board.  Councilman Beinfest noted that Mr. Bishop will be sadly 
missed and hard to replace.  He also thanked Patty Ogrodnek for the great City events she organizes.  He thanked 
Carolyn Patterson, Catherine Evinski and all the Historical Society Board Members for their historical perspectives 
on Linwood.  Councilman Beinfest thanked Leigh Ann Napoli and all the City Hall employees for their efforts.  He 
appreciates all their hard work. 
Councilwoman DeDomenicis – Councilwoman DeDomenicis thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  
She thanked her husband Greg for his continued support.  She chaired the Public Works Committee for the past 
three years and thanked all the members of the department for their constant hard work and dedication.  She 
thanked Hank Kolakowski and congratulated him and his crew for an outstanding year.  She also thanked the 
Mayor and Council for their efforts. 
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Councilman Marino – Councilman Marino thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He also thanked his fellow 
Councilmembers for their hard work and support.  The real champions of Linwood are the employees and 
volunteers, including the volunteer firefighters.  Councilman Marino thanked the Mayor for his leadership, wisdom 
and support.  The governing body does what’s in the best interest of the City. 
Councilman Paolone – Councilman Paolone congratulated Council members Taylor and DeDomenicis on their re-
election.  He thanked Dr. Lacy, Mr. Butrus and the entire Arboretum Committee for a very successful tree lighting 
at the Arboretum.  Councilman Paolone chaired the Public Safety Committee and commended the efforts of the 
Police and Fire Departments.  These are trying economic times, which is not the best time to be an elected official.  
It makes it more gratifying to find ways to save money.  He thanked the City staff, Mayor and Council for their 
hard work.  He also thanked his wife and three children for their continued sacrifice and support.   
Councilman Levinson – Councilman Levinson wished everyone a Happy New Year.  He also congratulated 
Council President Taylor and Councilwoman DeDomenicis on their re-elections and thanked the Mayor for his 
state of the city address. 
Council President Taylor – Council President Taylor thanked everyone for attending meeting.  She also thanked the 
residents for re-electing her and her fellow colleagues for electing her Council President.  She noted that the City is 
fortunate to have the current city employees, noting that they are always there when Council needs them.  She also 
thanked her husband and three children and thanked her mother, sister and sister’s fiancé for attending the meeting 
tonight.  Council President Taylor explained that her Mom and Dad taught her to give back to the community.  She 
announced that the next Council meeting is scheduled for January 26. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
With no further business to be addressed by Council, Councilman Marino motioned, seconded by Councilman 
Paolone, to adjourn at 6:39 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Leigh Ann Napoli, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
 


